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States with LEAD-K Legislation




Intent of the Legislation

Ensure that children who are deaf or hard of hearing
* Achieve critical language milestones

- Have a strong language foundation

- Are kindergarten-ready

Legislation applies to ALL children who are
- Deaf or hard of hearing
« Age 5 or younger

MDE RDHH e - —




Main Tasks Outlined in the Legislation

Three main components of the law
- Develop a parent resource

- Identify tools/assessments to be used by local
school districts, ISDs, public school academies, and
the Michigan School for the Deaf

* Produce an annual report specific to language and
literacy development of children who are DHH and are
age 5 or younger as compared to their peers
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Parent Resource

- Allows parents to monitor and track their child’s
expressive and receptive language acquisition and
developmental stages toward English literacy

- Includes language developmental milestones

- Is fair, balanced, and comprehensive information
about languages, modes of communication and services
and programs

- To be available by August 31, 2025
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Tools / Assessments

- Recommend existing tools or assessments to be used
by local school districts, ISDs, public school academies,
and the Michigan School for the Deaf

- Assess the language and literacy development of a child
who is deaf or hard of hearing and age 5 or younger

- Beginning September 1, 2025
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Annual Report

- Language and literacy development of children who are
deaf or hard of hearing and age 5 or younger, as
compared to their peers

 First report due July 1, 2026
- Due July 1 of each year thereafter
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Timeline

Parent Tools / Annual
Resource Assess- Report
ments
August 31 September 1 July 1, 2026
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Early Intervention for DHH Children

Critical period for language development = birth to age 5

Early intervention supports

* An environment with accessible, rich language input
- Strong, healthy relationships with caregivers

- Intentional focus on the unique developmental needs
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Early Intervention for Families

Your baby is deaf/hard of hearing, now what?!

Early intervention supports

Understanding the hearing difference
Encouragement in the journey

Unbiased, research-based information gathering
Connections with community resources
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Goals of Early Intervention

Support for the journey
« Communication
 Language

- Family bonding

« Assistive technologies
 And much more

e I— —
MDE RDHH e — — ———-’—"""/1’2’/




Questions?
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Today’s Learning Opportunities

Parents School Personnel
- Language Milestones: - Unique Needs of the
The Language of DHH Child: Supporting
Littles Every Step
- Language Rich  Language Assessments:
Environments: Creating Unpacking the Tools
a World of Words
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Thank You for Joining Us!

Roxanne Balfour, Director
BalfourR@michigan.gov

Elizabeth Flores, Program Manager
FloresE2@michigan.gov

DHH Education Consultants:

Kelly Dunham DunhamK@michigan.gov

John Kirsh KirshJ@michigan.gov

Amanda Schneider SchneiderA6@michigan.gov
Sara Sibble SibbleS@michigan.gov
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