
Michigan Department of  Education 
Low Incidence  Outreach 

Are you ready for LEAD-K? 
(Public A ct  256) 



Introductions 

Natalie  Grupido,  Teacher of  the  Deaf/HH  
Roseville  Community  Schools 
grupidon@yahoo.com 

Kristin  O’Mara,  Parent of  D/HH &  TC-
D/HH  
Ottawa  Area  ISD 
omarak0516@yahoo.com 

Sara  Sibble,  Teacher  Consultant D/HH 
Ottawa  Area  ISD 
ssibble@oaisd.org 
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Poll 

What  do  you  already  know  
about  LEAD-K? 
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What is LEAD-K?  
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States with LEAD-K Legislation 



      
         

       
   

    
   

  

MI LEAD-K (Public Act  256) 

Signed  by  Governor  Whitmer  in  December  2022  

• By August  31,  2025,  the  department  shall  develop 
o a resource for use by a parent or legal guardian of a 

child who is deaf or hard of hearing and is age 5 or 
younger 

o that allows the parent or legal guardian to monitor 
and track the child’s expressive and receptive 
language acquisition and developmental stages 
toward English literacy 

Public Act 256 
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https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/publicact/pdf/2022-PA-0256.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

Collaborators 

LEAD-K Leadership Committee 

LEAD-K Advisory Committee 

LEAD-K Steering Committee 

Action Teams 

Partnerships 

LEAD-K Committee 
Members & Partners 
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https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing/lead-k/committee-members-and-partners


  Lorem ipsum
congue

Collaborating  Organizations/Affiliations 

8 



Collaborating  Organizations/Affiliations  Continued 

9 



Intermediate an d L ocal  School  District Collaborators 

➔ Bloomfield H ills Schools 
 Copper  ISD 
 Kalamazoo  RESA 
 Kent ISD 
 Muskegon ISD 
 Oakland  Schools 
 Ottawa  Area  ISD 
 Roseville  Community Schools 
 Trenton  Public  Schools 
 Wayne RESA 

➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
➔
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Creating  the  Vision  Part  1 

• Parent/Family  Involvement 
o Unbiased, c omprehensive  &  accessible  parent  resources,  

support  and  tool(s)  that  can  be  easily  interpreted  &  
understood  in  various  languages 

• Training  &  Implementation 
o Qualified  &  trained  professionals, s takeholders, an d  

groups  to  assist  and  support  children  and  their f amilies  to  
meet  language  milestones  with  fidelity 
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Creating  the  Vision  Part  2 

• High  Quality  Assessments  &  Outcomes 
o All counties/districts  trained  in  and  using  quality,  

standardized  language  assessments  to  measure  language  
development  of  both  English  and  ASL ( receptive,  
expressive, c omprehension, an d  SEL) 

• Knowledge,  Awareness,  &  Support 
o Superintendents, p rogram  supervisors, an d  ALL s taff  to  

be  aware, tr ained, an d  prepared  to  support  the  
tools/assessments  needed  for D HH  children 
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Creating  the  Vision  Part  3 

• Positive  Outcomes  for  Children 
o DHH  children  in  Michigan  have  access  to  Language  Rich  
Environments  &  are  kindergarten  ready  (socially,  
emotionally, p re-academically, lin guistically, c ulturally, &   
in  self-advocacy)  and  demonstrate  a higher liter acy  rate  
in  12-13  years 

13 



LEAD-K Timeline 

Jan 1, 2025 

Advisory  
Committee  
Developed 

by  May  1, 2025 

Language  
Development  
Milestones  

Recommended 

by  Aug 31, 2025 

Family  
Resource  

Developed 

by  Sept  1, 2025 

School Districts  
and  ISDs  

Implement  
Tools  & 

Assessments 

Dec  31,  2025 

Advisory 
Committee 
Dissolved 
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Language Milestones  (ASL &  English) 

• Expressive and receptive (signed, 
spoken, written, combination) 
• Vocabulary 
• Processing/Comprehension 
• Social Language/Pragmatics 
• Phonemic Awareness (ASL & English) 
• And more! 
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Parent  Resource 

• Track  and  monitor  the  child’s  
expressive and  receptive 
language  acquisition  and  
developmental  stages  toward 
English  literacy 
• Promoting  a   
Language      
Rich              
Environment  
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Assessments 

• Document the child’s 
expressive and receptive 
language acquisition 
• Trainings for language 
assessments already planned 
for SY24-25 
o SKI-HI Training 
o VCSL 
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https://mdelio.org/events/ski-hi-training-0
https://vl2.gallaudet.edu/visual-communication-and-sign-language


      
       

        
         

            
      

        
  

Annual Reports 

• (10) By  July  1,  2026,  and b y  July  1  of  each year 
thereafter,  
o the department shall produce a report, using existing 

data reported in compliance with the federally required 
state performance plan, on students with disabilities that 
is specific to the language and literacy development of 
children who are deaf and hard of hearing and are age 5 
or younger as compared to their peers 

o the department shall make this report available on its 
website homepage 2022-PA-0256.pdf (mi.gov) 
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https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/publicact/pdf/2022-PA-0256.pdf


     
     

  
     

 

Are You Ready? 

• What systems do you have for 
identifying infants and toddlers who 
are Deaf/Hard of Hearing? 
• Do you have a Deaf/Hard of Hearing 
specialized provider in your ISD? 

19 



    

Tools  &  Resources 

• Determination of Eligibility for MMSE DHH Guidance 
• MDE-LIO ASL Learning & Standards 
• MDE-LIO Assessment Resource Guide 
• MDE-LIO Early Childhood Resources 
• MDE-LIO Literacy Resources 
• MDE-LIO Local (Michigan based) Events 
• MDE-LIO Service Delivery Tools 
• Michigan Hands & Voices 
• MDE-LIO Administrator Tools 
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/specialeducation/eval-eligibility/MMSE_DHH_Guidance.pdf
https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing/american-sign-language-asl/asl-learning-and-standards
https://mdelio.org/sites/default/files/documents/DHH/ServiceDeliveryTools/AssesmentResourceGuide/Assessment_Resource_Guide_for_DHH_2021.pdf
https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing/other-resources/early-childhood
https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing/other-resources/literacy-resources
https://mdelio.org/events?field_event_categories_tid%5B%5D=54
https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing/other-resources/service-delivery-tools
https://www.mihandsandvoices.org/
https://mdelio.org/deaf-hard-of-hearing/other-resources/administrator-tools


   
      

Need More Information? 

Elizabeth Flores, LEAD-K Program Manager 
Michigan Department of Education - Low Incidence Outreach 
FloresE2@michigan.gov 
(517) 614-9082 
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